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and in private conversations with his host he assured him
of his sincerity. Then after a month in England he
returned home, delighted with his visit, congratulating
himself that he had done much to promote friendliness
between the nations and abate the mischievous virulence
of the Press. ' I have mended,' he said, ' the windows my
people have broken,' and he proceeded to throw stones at
some more on his own account by writing a truly amazing
letter to the Tsar. He had removed, he told him, many
causes of misunderstanding and had some secret and
confidential information for the Tsar personally. The
fact was that England was very angry about the voyage
on which the American fleet had just started. It
was to visit Australia and Japan, and the English were %
afraid of some ' encounter ' between it and Japan, for
then they would be forced to take one side or the other.
He had talked with officers in the Army and Navy and
they were disgusted with the English alliance with a
Yellow race. But if England dropped the Japanese
alliance they would instantly lose India, for Japan, fore-
seeing this possibility, was busy fomenting revolution
there. Or perhaps she would first pick a quarrel with
America by seizing the Philippines. They were busy in
Mexico; there were already 10,000 Japanese working
in the plantations there in military jackets with brass
buttons, who, disguised as labourers, drilled on the sly
and meant to occupy the Panama Canal and cut off all
land communication with the United States. (Apparently
the Emperor thought Mexico was in South America.)
England would have to send a squadron to the Pacific,
while if France went to her aid in India she would lose
Saigon and Annam, for the Japanese intended to annex
the whole of Asia. With London in this state of extreme